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| STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

I want to make an announcesent today concerning thy question of
limitations on nuclear testing, an important arms qontrol area
which has been the subject of special correspondencie which I have
had recently with Soviet General Secretary Gorbache¢v, the leaders
of six nations known as the New Delhi Group, and Sg¢nate Majority

Leader Dole.

I have conveyed to General Secretary Gorbachev today a new, very
specific and far-reaching proposal concerning nuclear testing
limitations, a proposal which could be lmplemented immediately.
In this new initiative, I urged the Soviet Union to, join us
without delay in bilateral discussions on finding ways to reach
agreement on essential verification improvements of the Threshold
Test Ban (TTBT) and Peaceful Nuclear Explosions Treaty (PNET).

In the field of nuclear testing, as in arms control generally,
effective verification i3 a central element. It has also long
been one of the most difficult problems to resolve. We are
seriously concerned about the past pattern of Soviet testing as
well as current verification uncertainties, and have determined
that a number of Soviet tests constitute likely violations of
obligations under the Threshold Test Ban Treaty of 1974. The
inadequacy of the monitoring regime provided for in that
agreement 1s underscored by the Soviet Union's own questions
concerning the yields of particular U.S. tests, all of which in
fact have been below the 150 kiloton threshold.

The U.S. places the highest priority in the nuclear testing area
on finding ways of ensuring effective verification of the TTBT
and PNET. I have already made several specific suggestions to
the Soviet Union in this regard. My new initiative is a further
attempt to build the necessary basis for confidence and
cooperation between our nations regarding such limitations.

As a reflection of our resolve to make tangible progress, in my
new proposal I identified to Mr. Gorbachev a specific new
technical method--known as CORRTEX--which we believe will enable
both the US and USSR to improve verification and ensure
compliance with these two treaties. This is a hydrodynamic yield
neasurement technique that measures the propagation of the
underground shock wave from a nuclear explosion. I provided to
Mr. Gorbachev a technical description of CORRTEX designed to
demonstrate how this method will enhance verification procedures.
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To allow the Soviet Uni s m
Qn to examin h stem more
e the CORRTEX
fully, I further proposed that mr. Gorbachev send Kil scientistg
to our Nevada test site during the third week of April, 1986 At
9 L]

test. I would hope this would i
i e provide
::E:It: to d1ncus; verification "ethod..:n:ngzzun“ty for our
Ving the serious concerns which have arisen ng:nfh. way for
8 area.

In
making this offer, I made Clear to General Secreqtary Gorbach
achev

What is unique about this new initiati
tive
cggsfst:ncnl, and the detgiled new cechniézlif:tzgycthCity hay
5a:1:1:.:f§nt3§ 50:igt ynxon in trying to solve thJ:e on e have
ncertainties. It is im

5 portant that
t::ogozgg;qe with us now in this first practical s::; fgv:ot
[og conti ence we each must have in treaty compliagce wi hmprovc
acngiile on threghold on underground tests. If th}f c: t.b the
i ved, :e bellgve we will have significantly inﬁrovo: t;
tb:os N or verifying other arms control agreeme 1

gh improved verification regimes. wee as weld
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